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transhipped, the several packets committed to Captain Griffin's charge
enclosing your General Letter, also letter from the Select Committee both dated
the 30th September last, and letter from the Right Hon'ble the President of
the same date with the several accompanying treaties, sunnnds, firmans and
other particulars agreeable to the lists which accompanied the respective
packets, under which the same were enclosed ; the said ship arrived in the
Dowries the 10th instant.
3.    On the 2nd instant we dispatched overland under the strictest orders
for the speediest conveyance thereof, a short letter to the Right Hon'ble the
President, conveying our approbation of the measures his Lordship had taken
and was pursuing so indefatigably and zealously for the Company's advantage,
a duplicate thereof went by the same route on the .... and triplicate of
it sealed is enclosed to be opened by the Select Committee only in case of Lord
dive's .absence.
4.    Since the election on the 9th of April of Directors for the current year,
we have appointed George Dudley Esqr., Chairman of the Court, Thomas Rous
Esqr., Deputy Chairman, with Charles Cutts, Robert Jones and Henry Savage
Esqrs., our Committee of Secrecy; they are invested with the usual powers
for giving such directions as they shall see fit, for the safety of our outward
and homeward bound ships ; such orders therefore as in consequence they shall
give, are by the persons to whom the same shall be addressed, to meet with
all due obedience.
5.    That you may as soon as possible be informed of our sentiments in
general, on the important points effected since Lord dive's Government, we
have caused the Mercury snow burthen 140 tons, navigated with 28 men and
carrying guns commanded by Captain Henry Gardiner to be fitted as expedl-
tiously as the nature of the service requires as an advice vessel for that purpose,
on her arrival at the Presidency, it is left to your discretion to return her
hither if wanted for like occasion or to employ or dispose of her in such manner
as may appear most for our advantage; the snow being thus employed, no
goods are shipped on our account, but we have placed in the commander's
hands, one thousand ounces of foreign silver for her use in the voyage, if she
should be under the necessity of putting into any port for repairs or refreshment,
he is therefore to account for the disposal of any part of it, and deliver the
ballance thereof to you.   We enclose an inventory of the Mercury., and every
thing belonging to her, the account of the charge of the outset, the contract of
the mariners and their respective wages, the manifest of private trade licensed
to be shipped, copy of the captain's instructions and all other necessary papers.
6.    Should there be no occasion for the return of the Mercury to England,
and it shall appear proper to employ her in any manner or for any time in our
service, you may continue the captain, officers and crew in her ; if she shall
be disposed of, we recommend it to you, after paying the wages in full that may
be due, to provide for them in the Company's service according to their merit
and stations, and they are to take their standing from the dates of their
entering into it, which will appear in the enclosed contract; otherwise they
may, if they prefer it, engage in the private sea service, but should they be
desirous of returning to England, and there are no berths procurable in our
freighted ships, you will give them orders to be received on board, and we will
make an allowance according to charterparty terms, for their passage thereon.